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Biome Lab One:        Plants of the Rainforest  

Using the following Web Site, identify the following plants that are found in the rainforest. http://passporttoknowledge.com/rainforest/main.html
After reaching the website choose the [image: image1.png]


icon and then choose the section marked plants.

Match the name with the correct picture and description of the plant.
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A tropical relative of the mulberry tree that is found in the understory and lower canopy layers of the forest 
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 A common and widespread Amazon canopy tree than can grow up to 150 feet tall.  The tree produces hard, woody, cannon-ball sized fruits which can contain up to 20 hard-shelled nuts. 
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These are the elaborately entwined vines of the old “Tarzan” movies. Although they begin life on the ground and their woody stems remain rooted to the forest floor, tendrils attach to neighboring trees, and, entwined around their host, these hitchhikers climb to the canopy on the backs of other trees 
	[image: image19.jpg]


A close relative of the banana, is a distinctive plant that is native to the tropics. It has large, elongated, paddle-shaped leaves. Brightly colored, tubular-shaped outer flowers house smaller, less colorful flowers. 
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The broad leaf bases are pressed together to form a centrally-located water-holding cup or "tank".
	A canopy tree, it grows up to 120 feet tall. It has buttress roots, thick leathery leaves, and produces a prolific supply of soft green to yellow fruits about an inch wide. [image: image21.png]



	These are the most aggressive vines, growing around a host tree and eventually “squeezing” it to death. [image: image22.jpg]




	LABELS

Use these names to identify the rainforest plants.

· Fig Tree

· Forest Cucumber

· H e l i c o n i a
· Liana
· Strangler Fig
· T a n k 
            B r o m e l i a d

· Brazilian Nut Tree
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Biome Lab One:        Animals of the Rainforest

Using the following Web Site, identify the following animals that are found in the rainforest. http://passporttoknowledge.com/rainforest/main.html
After reaching the website choose the [image: image2.png]


icon and then choose the section marked animals.

Match the name with the correct picture and description of the animal.

	[image: image3.jpg]


 These birds have large brightly-colored beaks that are adapted for

fruit-eating. Each species’ beak is distinctively colored, which

seems to serve as a "flag" to allow toucans to find others of

their species in the dense vegetation.
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 The largest cat in the Americas generally hunts forest floor animals, but can  both climb and swim with ease. Its favorite hunting strategy is to lie in wait in branches and pounce on its victim.
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 These animals  have large eyes and

sensitive noses and use both sight and smell to locate fruit. They  have small, weak teeth and long, bristly tongues.  These animals eat the fruit of cecropia and other trees and are

    essential seed dispersers. The seeds pass through their digestive

    tracts and are thus widely scattered throughout the forest.
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 These reptiles are similar to both the crocodile and the

 alligator in appearance and behavior., but are more closely

 related to alligators.
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This beautiful snake lives almost entirely in the trees. It is well-camouflaged, with green skin striped with white or yellow. This

    protective coloration allows the snake to get near its prey without being

    seen, and also helps to conceal it from predators.
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It lives in the shrub or lower tree layer, but

sometimes moves to the canopy. Its long, coarse, grayish-brown fur often appears greenish, not due to pigment but to algae growing on it.
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This is a cat-sized anteater with short, coarse fur and a prehensile tail. It spends nearly all its time in trees.  Using its strong tail to grip the branch, the animal breaks into the hard-walled outer protection of ant or termite nests with its

powerful fore-claws, and then catches ants and termites with its long sticky tongue, licking up thousands during a meal.
	LABELS

Use these names to identify the rainforest animals.

· Fruit Bat

· Emerald Tree Boa

· Toucan
· 3 Toed Sloth
· Jaguar
· Tamandua

· Caiman
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Biome Lab One:           Insects of the Rainforest

Using the following Web Site, identify the following insects that are found in the rainforest. http://passporttoknowledge.com/rainforest/main.html
After reaching the website choose the [image: image10.png]


icon and then choose the section marked insects.

Match the name with the correct picture and description of the insect.
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 This is a large butterfly with brilliant, shimmering blue wings. Pilots flying over the Amazon can observe their shining wings fluttering below in the canopy. The  brilliant color assists in  attracting mates, but also makes them noticeable to predators, especially in sunlight.  
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 A very large insect (females have a 10 cm long  abdomen), this insect  has one of the biggest wingspans (17 cm) of any insect. Its wings are  transparent except for blue-purple bands or a splash of color at the tips.


	     [image: image13.png]


 

With their scissor-like jaws, these ants carve out crescent-shaped pieces of leaves, which they then carry back to their underground nests. The leaf bits are carried above their heads like green umbrellas, giving them the nickname “parasol

ants”.
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These ants tend to live only in the hollow stems of cecropia trees,an example of an ant-plant association. They are aggressive and are especially active at the tips of growing branches, but they lack the

painful bites or effective stings characteristic of other rainforest ants.
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These ants live in

huge colonies and, unlike other ants, have no fixed nests.

Instead, they are nomadic, moving into different areas of the

     forest during "raids," killing, dismembering, and bringing to temporary homes (called "bivouacs") any animals that

  couldn't escape them.
	LABELS

Use these names to identify the rainforest animals.

· Army Ant

· Giant Damselfly

· Leaf Cutter Ant
· Azteca Ant
· Morpho
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Biome Lab One:                      Conclusion


After completing the identification section of the lab, return to the web site and choose one plant, one animal, and one insect.  In a paragraph describe how the living thing has adapted to life in the rainforest.  Describe what the adaptation is and how it helps the 

life-form survive.



Plant: Name:____________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Animal:  Name:_________________________ 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Insect: Name:__________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








